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Ngoa Paa : A Representative Work of the Reign
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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed at making an analytical study of ‘Ngoa Paa’, a play by King Rama
the Fifth, as a literary piece representing his reign.

The conclusion of the study was that it is truly a representative play of the reign for four
principal reasons. Firstly, it was written during the time when the inequities in Thai society had been
eliminated by the royal decree abolishing slavery ; all people were equal, be they city people or forest
dwellers.  Secondly, being a hybrid having a tradtional form and a modern content with Western

influence, the play truly represents the author’s reign, which was an era of both conservation and
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development. Thirdy, it tells a story of the Sakai, a minority group living in the south of Thailand, and
thus is the first piece of ethnic literature ever written by a Thai King, its author being a pioneer and
leader in anthropology and ethnology. Lastly, its main-theme is love, which is fitting since its author is
known as ‘the Great Beloved King'.

The research results are presented in four chapters : the first is an introduction, the second
a biography of King Rama V, the third an analysis of the play and the fourth is the conclusion. An

appendix giving supplementary details on the play is also provided.
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