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Nang Sip Song (The Twelve Sisters) or Phra Rot Meri and its Transmission

as a Shared Folktale among Countries in South East Asia

SHuna TuA1 fuang ididana’ uaz Asen gnesny’

Rattanaphon Chuenka', Thanwaporn Sereechaikul' and Jariya Supun1

UNARER
= 1

unANIdetisatnausranIsAnNsnementinnuEenduaed-nezsns lugusieaaniutinglu

'
o = b4 o

gean TnaAnmAuaiuanatsuazeidsefineadas Amusiui lunsfivdiayanmasus iudeyaniaaus
W.A. 2559 393 5 WIS LAuA 1. Weaie F5a1u aasnuf gureannImilaunn 2. IHeIMANNITLIe A151905
dszansdlpesvanauana 3. Wasinthmds dssmadunan 4. fiugs Sadaienlan Uszmelne uas 5. wiiatiax

o o =

Jwintas Usswelne dndeyan lfnndweed aptluazeditnena nansdnsnudn Gnuisesusd@uaed-neysn

o 1 2

g ae v ! - P o | = o =
nfuniugrinedan lunguilsznaguad Uszneudicy anansnuiquisannindeunn asnsuiglszansylne

' a

Uszangua Ussneiunn wazdszindlne Antstenestimuizessdanaslugtuunessunssuyahge assouns

a

- Ld
v aa a

anednenl annuh AmINgN UszAnnnasu Aadnfdns aeiulinu uazdessialul anmuzresiiniuEesiangnls
Yunlaenanniinusipassdiduiiniulssantun e unaannnianiaessnunfinendes aneuzionsangan
uangliiiunsnonudanleny niuaesdpuLar musssun dnnd 1w luewnpsenaduduliiianiasiasany unig

o ~ LA e dll T T P
TRUA7IH Uszinmizaaa ity LW@[’*]@U@H@\?T]’]W@\?W]EQW\W%Juﬁ?iﬂluﬂﬂ’]muiﬂﬂ’ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ

ABSTRACT

This article aims to present the result of the research on the transmission of Nang Sip Song (the Twelve
Sisters) or Phra Rot Meri as a shared folktale among several countries in South East Asia. The research was
conducted mainly through the study of relevant documents and previous research, as well as through fieldwork and
data collection, which was carried out in five areas where the folktale had recently been found transmitted (as of
2016). The areas are as follows: 1) Mong Nai, Shan State of Myanmar; 2) Luang Prabang, Laos; 3) Kampong
Chhnang, Cambodia; 4) Ban Mung, Phitsanulok, Thailand; and 5) Phanat Nikhom, Chonburi, Thailand. The data were
then analysed, discussed, and concluded. The result shows that Nang Sip Song (the Twelve Sisters) or Phra Rot
Meri is still widely transmitted in Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, and Thailand. The transmission comes in a variety of
forms, such as oral literature, written literature, buildings, paintings, sculptures, shrines, folk media and new media.
The findings also show that the status of the folktale has changed, from a fairy tale into a regional tale which is used to
describe the geography in South East Asia. This shared root points to the long-established interrelationship among
the people of South East Asia and their cultures. In the near future, Nang Sip Song (The Twelve Sisters) or Phra Rot
Meri could be incorporated as part of the cultural identity of South East Asia, which in turn would promote its cultural

tourism.
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Figure 1-4 Key person in fieldwork who transmitted Nang Sip Song or Phra Rot Meri

in oral literature
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Figure 5-8 Nang Sip Song or Phra Rot Meri in written literature
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Figure 10 Nang Sip Song Cave in Ban Mung, Phitsanulok, Thailand
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Figure 11-12 Nang Sip Song or Phra Rot Meri painting in Khiriphakbodei Temple

Kampong Chhnang, Cambodia. Painted on the twelves sister were imprisoned scene
and The cockfighting of Rothasen scene
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Figure 13-14 Phra Rot and Meri sculpture in public park in Kampong Chhnang, Cambodia
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Figure 15-17 Shrines in Jetiya Nang Sip Song Temple in Mong Nai, Shan State of Myanmar
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Table 1 Forms of transmission of Nang Sip Song or Phra Rot Meri in South East Asia

Variety of forms Myanmar Laos Cambodia Thailand
Oral literature v v v v
Written literature v v v v
Buildings v v N4 v
Paintings v - v v
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Shrines v - - v
Folk media - - N4 v
New media v v v v
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